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AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 



Box Non-Fee Amendment 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

SIR: 



RECEIVED 

JAN 0 3 Z003 
Technology Center 2600 



In response to the outstanding Office Action, dated August 27, 2002, please amend the 
above-identified patent application as follows. A version of the amendments which have been marked 
to show all changes is included in the Appendix. 
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IN THE ABSTRACT: 



Please amend the Abstract as follows: 



Speakers are automatically identified in an audio (or video) source. The audio 
information is processed to identify potential segment boundaries. Homogeneous segments are 
clustered substantially concurrently with the segmentation routine, and a cluster identifier is assigned to 



V each identified segment. A segmentation subroutine identifies potential segment boundaries using the 
BIC model selection criterion. A clustering subroutine uses a BIC model selection criterion to assign a 
cluster identifier to each of the identified segments. If the difference of BIC values for each model is 
positive, the two clusters are merged. 



